
Birdhouse Omament #l
'iurning the Body
1. Turn a cylinder to 1 l/2 diametei

4. Cot a 5' shoulder for lhe chlck.
. sele.t end of .yhnder whi.h witl be the

5. Layout perch and entrance holes.
. D*ide on the front.
' i,lark a parallel line where the holes will be

6. Center pun.h the h.te poinb-

. Center on the drill pr*s and
3.

12_

13.

Drilt tlre 1/4" entrance hole a 1
Driltthe 1/3" per.h holea 1/4
Place the body in a chuck.

Iu.n a cyLinde. rrom scrap dalerial.
.select$frething hard likeoakor harn maple.
. The cytiiler sholrd be ab.ut l long and

1 1/2'to 1 3/4 dlanete(
. cut a shoulder on oie end to fit inlo a chu.k.
Place the cylinder in a chuck and cenier it.
' r,{ake a cone shaped indentation on the

17, Place a cone center in the taitstock, moveitup
tothe cytinderand insert thetjpinto the endor

13. Cuia spigot on the end of the.ylinder
. The spigot wilt be 1' long and 1 1/4 diameter
. che.k the fit by fittinc a drilled bird hour

body over the spigot.
. The fit mun be 5nug, bur not roo richt or rhe

bddy nay crack if it is tor.ed over the spigot,

r5.

ue ih. sk€w point to make a small entry hole
so the driU bit witl stay on center
orilta l r/4 diameter hote r deep.
, Thefinished hou€ body is l 5/3 deep.
Tun ihe outide to shape as nuch as you can
Mihout hitting lhe.huck jaws,
Hollow out body to 13/3 d*p.
. Use a round nose tool and mark the depth on

tlre tool with a marker or tape.
. Leave a 1 /a shoutder where the dtl( nopped-

I
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*'*"1 \ore
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19. Sljdethe body.nto the spigor, ar lea{ harrway.



20. Rotate the as€mbty by hand to make sure it is

. r it nnt true, tap the body at the hth point
and bring it into true posiiion.

21 , ,$ove the cone center up to pojnt of coitacr

. advadce rhe cone cenrer untrl rt penetrates
the bottom of the body and spins when the

22. The finkhed body length isaboutl 5/3, s
about 1 /3 of an inch will be turned off the body,

23. rurn the body diameter to a $tile mE ttan 1 1/1.
. Sanding will take the diameter to finat sire of

Tum a 1 /4 by 1 1 /2 diameter spigot on the end
ol the cyllnder Cut a.one center hole in the

Jam fit the 1 1 /2 hole in the bottom of the roof
nck over the spigot chuck.
. Dritl a 3/16" hole in the @nter of the r6f.
^Lve the cone center 1n the tallsto.k up to the
asmbly, Advane the @ne Jnto lhe 1/,l hole
to hotd the rcol suEty to the 1 1/? spigot-
Shape the outside of the rcof to final shape.

. The leryth of the finial and its shape is up !o y@.

. Sand and finish tte finial, ttEn part it off
Repeat step 2 for the top ftnJat-
Turn the perch. The diameter of the part which
goes in the hote n 1/r. The iotal length is

12,

l r .

1112 ' .
24. ark a line on the b.dy a! 1 /3"

25. Turn the lMr part of the body

. Stari at the line above the p€rch hole, m(thg
your 3/8'spindle Couge and cutthg down
tdard the cone entei

. Remde matenal untll the body length ls

26. when most of the curye has b€n cut, slide ihe
cone center out of the way and comptete the
shaping of the bottom.

27. lnert a dnu chuck Mth 1/4 bt inro the tailsrdk
and driu a 1/4 hole inro the bonom of the body.
. This hole will fit the bottom finial.

. Use 100, 150, 220, 320 Srii paper with a 2

. I prefer tacquer, elther by btush or spray can.

Turning the Rool
1. Cut out a pifte of sto.k 3/4 lhlck x 2 3/3 dla.
2, '\40unt lhedisc, bottom side outin aseu

centering 4 jaw chlck.
3. Irue-up the dlsc ai! turn it to a finished

4. Dritt a hote 1 /3" dep by 1 1 /2' drameter
5- Hollow out an aEa inside the dritled hoLe about

1 /2' d€p and 1' dlamebr
, Thk Mll remove some of the wood inside the

disc, bui witl leave a flat area about 1 /4 wide
to gtue the body to the linjshed toot,

6, Dritl a 3/16 hote thrcugh the center of the dl{.
7. Sand and finish the bottom side ofthe r@f.
3. Turn a cylinder about I 3/,4" djameter and 2 t/2

long. This wiLl be used to make a spigot chuck
to hoLd the roof stock.

9. Turn a shoulder on the cylinder so it can be held

14. Sand through 120 and applyfinkh.

Tuming the Finiars
1. Tum a square ddn to a dML. [4y chuck witt

fit 1/2 so thatkwhat luse. Hdever, don't
make the dowel too tiin or rou get exce$
vibdtion when turning the finjals and perch,

2. Tum the bottom finial with the 1 /4 dowel end
rowards the headstock. slpport that end with
a cone rercttng center
. Be sure the dowel end is 1/4 diameteL Check

3.

5. Repeat the steps for the iop finial.
. lnsert a drill chuck in the tailstak end and

dritl the hoG for the scrtr eye,
6. Asembte the bird house omament.

. Glue the boitom finial in place.

. Glue the perch in place.

. Glue the top finjat in ptace.

. Insert the scr* eye in the top finial.

. Glue thd roof to the body.
' 6lue the bird on ihe perch.


